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Excerpts of the 1st 
Convention in Italy on 
industrial paper archaeology  

places and enhancement

Giancarlo Castagnari

News on the acquisition of the sample-

collection “Raccolta Augusti Zonghi”

We are delighted to inform you of the acquisition 

Fedrigoni” Istituto Europeo di Storia della carta e 

delle Scienze cartarie foundation. This collection 

renown in Europe for their research on the study of 

each containing samples of ancient watermarked 

(collection) consisting in watermarked sheets of 

the cradle of Western paper in Europe.

Introduction

A status report of historical studies of 

european paper 
Anna-Grethe Rischel 

President of International Association of Paper 

Historians IPH 

National Museum of Denmark

The art of European papermaking is presented 1761 in 

with illustrations of tools and technology similar to 

the Age of Enlightenment. European paper history 

Italian paper start the registration of watermarks 

while Charles Moïse Briquet documents handmade 

paper production in Swiss paper mills.

documents that these 10th century papers consist of 

rag paper. His chemical spot tests illustrate that 

illustrates development during the 14th century of 

impression of the watermark during sheet formation 

of the paper. 

The discovery of the importance of watermarks 

for the origin of archival papers have united 

illustrates the importance of watermarks for paper 

trade information. A watermark terminology and 

registration method is needed and documentation of 

paper makers and mills. 

The interest for European paper history 

communication results 1951 in the international 

IPH organ. IPH periodicals serve since 1966 as the 

international communication platform. Inspired 

associations organized with annual conferences and 
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The development of the industrial 

heritage of paper from XVIII century 
Ivo Mattozzi 

that would provide an overall view on the future 

prospects of industrial archaeology of paper-mills. 

I shall hence highlight their presence throughout the 

Italian states in the late eighteenth century as well as 

the sequence with which some industrial innovations 

took place during the nineteenth century that replaced 

these outdated methods of paper-manufacturing. 

Which and how many Italian paper-mills were 

did the economic convenience and entrepreneurial 

tendencies take place which led to the creation of 

new paper-mills or to the restoration of some of the 

tracing the dynamics that developed along with the 

industries. The transformation of the Italian paper-

still 687 vats and only 59 continuous papermaking 

24.000 tons a year. But in the second half of the 

Paper and paper-mills in Liguria (XV-XX 

centuries) 

The study aims at outlining the essential stages in the 

rise and decline of the paper manufacturing industry 

century was mainly concentrated in the valleys 

long and steady growth over much of the seventeenth 

would gain a foothold on European markets and in 

productive model which also featured a constant 

growth in productivity that resulted from an increase 

in the yields of rags used for paper-manufacturing. 

First Session: 

The paper production in Italy between 

history and industrial heritage
Giancalo Castagnari 

 

Chairman of the 1st session of the Convention

The historical and territorial scenario of the 

industry and archaeology of paper-manufacturing 

together the stories of each place concerned under 

of a historiographical research-study which was 

its Enhancement). Therefore three important geo-

academies of Fine Arts. 

Paper historical studies are communicated in that would rank the Italian paper manufacturing 

industry amongst the top industrial powers in 

regards to industrial archaeology.
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During the eighteenth century this model managed 

missed out on this opportunity with the industrial 

transformations taking place. During the nineteenth 

the paper-manufacturing sector occupies a marginal 

place in the economic framework of Liguria.

Manufacturing and trading of paper 

around the area of Lombardy (XIV-XX 

centuries)
Luca Mocarelli 

the paper-manufacturing sector within the economic 

the Early Middle Ages to the present day. A worthy 

represented one of the strongest regions in European 

 

The analysis then deals with the paper industry – related 

events that took place over the long pre-industrial 

 

paper-manufacturing sites in the western part of the 

The manufacturing of paper in the 

Venetian area from the Middles Ages to 

contemporary times
Giovanni Luigi Fontana 

President of Associazione Italiana del Patrimonio 

Archeologico Industriale AIPAI 

intense migration of professionals along with the 

and corporate unions among the different poles of 

papermakers; the causes leading to the increase 

in the demands and the capacity of innovating 

know-how and those who possessed real estate/ 

entrepreneurship skills in manufacturing; the 

the shifting of the sector centre from west to east 

of the region; the profound technological changes 

universe of the entrepreneurship in Treviso) as 

typical of the twentieth century (Gruppi Burgo and 

manufacturing tradition in these provinces leads us 

seamlessly straight to the present day.
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An Insight in the Tuscan paper 

manufacturing sector in the modern and 

contemporary era
 

the smaller manufacturing sites (Papiano and 

focus on the three major areas of the modern era and 

social resistance to innovation – the sector would 

miss out on the opportunity to take a foothold on 

the international market. The development of the 

master papermakers from Genoa. Mid-way through 

in the area of Pescia and 12 in Lucchesia; in the 

Tuscan paper-manufacturing scene presented three 

Pistoia; the old and decaying manufacturing paper-

that was appreciated in the Americas as well.

The paper-manufacturing network in the 

Papal States in the modern era
Augusto Ciuffetti 

The study provides an insight into the various 

manufacturing factories already operating. They not 

only regarded a group of manufacturing plants that 

were not merely reminiscent of a production system 

 

paper-manufacturing network in the Papal States: 

a) it concerned a manufacturing network that was 

 

work-force and a particularly advanced internal 

allocated to the various production activities and 

 

like the so-called Dutch cylinder mould machine. 

d) This network of paper mills could count on a 

as of raw materials: rags that were collected from 

the countryside and the cities throughout the Papal 

States.

Paper and paper-mills in Southern Italy. 

Notes on a historiographical evaluation
 

th 
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cases they were the result of in-depth documentary 

paper-manufacturers in their territory over the 

view-point that were operating in various provinces 

with early in-depth studies on some quite recent 

 

decades since the pioneering works of Assante and 

impetus to the drawing up of an archaeological-

that were set up and that have developed in Southern 

Italy over time. 

 

 

right from scratch or just simply reviving country 

twenty during the 40s of the nineteenth century – in 

to decay till they completely vanished from the 

Sicilian landscape.  

Paper-manufacturing sites in Sicily
 

Even though there is documentary evidence that an 

or conclusive evidence all related to Palermo and its 

Second Session:

The paper production sites and 

and valorization proposal

Eco-museums for Local Sustainable 

Development
Andrea Galli 

Director of CIRP

that provides a wide range of territorial functions and 

that regains possession of own territory. It undertakes 
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as the European Landscape Convention claims in 

considering the landscape as heritage and resource 

at the same time. Despite wide heterogeneity of 

general model has some essential ideal features:  

1) a unique link with the territory; 2) an interpretation 

a dynamic and diachronic perspective; 3) the direct 

 

Building an eco-museum is a process that leads to the 

of the heritage of a community through an integrated 

development project that envisages strategic 

activities ranging from research and training until 

instance via the recovery of traditional crafts (e. g. 

paper craft) or the development of new activities 

laws on eco-museums have an important role in 

order to give to stakeholders a general framework 

part of the population and professionals connected 

revival and successful entrepreneurial initiatives 

papermakers in Toscolano unsuccessfully managed 

 

structure of the rocks and soil that characterize it. 

The essay provides a general overview of the works 

 

The eco-museum ‘Valle delle Cartiere’: 

the narration of six centuries on the 

history of paper in an open-air museum
Lisa Cervigni 

Italy

covers several centuries of the history of paper-

The eco-museum as a synonymous 

of local development. Culture and 

entrepreneurship for a socio-economic 

revival of the territory
Filippo Cantoni 

Italy

the Lake of Garda and the highlands of the pre-Alps 

for a revival of the local economy. The element on 

study and research activities linked to the production 

to a concrete revival of a tradition that has so 
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should put in place in order to start an enterprise 

considerations on the development of the topic over 

the long period.

tourist reception and accommodation activities. The 

and enterprise which places have an emphasis on the 

economic value of the industrial heritage.

The road-map of paper in Tuscany
Enrico Fontana 

Director of LUCENSE

of the river Pescia that lies in the municipality of 

today has turned into one of the most important 

for over 120 active industries and 6.000 employees. 

 

environments and restoration of the machineries.

project also envisages the restoration of machineries 

Menotre, a river, a valley, an eco-

museum along the Umbrian Apennine 

Chain
 

with the central Apennine Chain in the southern 

the carving of the little river from which it takes 

river Menotre covers a surface area of 113 km2 

(for 26 km) the internal area of Foligno. Owing to 

its geographical-historical and historical-economic 

 

of Scopoli in the municipality of Foligno; this 

presentation in this congress illustrates the various 

phases during the creation of the eco-museum of 

with particular reference to century old activities of 

system has to deal with in consideration of the crisis 

In favour of a paper eco-museum in 

Fabriano. Opportunities and hypotheses
Francesco Chiapparino 

open-air museums and their relationship with the 

economic and social development throughout the 
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wealth of resources and the variety of opportunities 

places for the realization of a similar project.  

After laying out a report on the archaeological-

tourism as well as in instilling a civil awareness of the 

cultural and social identity of the local communities.  

open-air museum in the territory. Paper-heritage and 

recession. 

The paper-manufacturing industry of 

Lazio and its paper mills
Edoardo Currà 

The paper-manufacturing sector played a leading 

role in the framework of the industrialization 

processes that characterized the economic and 

of craftsmanship and proto-industrialism and with 

continuous paper-manufacturing machine).

sites that manufacturing activities would with time 

 

term paper mill does not single out a univocal reality 

modern era and all the areas of production.” This 

would assume a synchronized development of the 

evolved more rapidly than others adopting new 

through long periods of inactivity during periods of 

leading thread of the evolution that took place in the 

factory was the relationship that it had woven across 

the centuries with the changes that were taking place 

The Amalfi Paper-mills: hypothesis 

for historical, archaeological and 

environmental enhancement

the tunnel view held on modernity as meaning a 

continual and radical innovation and illustrates a 
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viz. two types of activities that were conducted in 

the paper-manufacturing activity. In an ever-more 

place is the one that has come in possession of its 

from this coastline can protect their origins and share 

their traditions with those who have lost them due to 

espouses two cultures: the material and the ideal 

into an ancient medieval Duchy.
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